Unrecognized coccidioidomycosis complicating Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia in patients infected with the human immunodeficiency virus and treated with corticosteroids. A report of two cases.
Coccidioidomycosis is becoming increasingly recognized as an opportunistic infection among patients infected with the human immunodeficiency virus. We treated two cases of concomitant coccidioidomycosis and Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia. In each case, the diagnosis of coccidioidomycosis was delayed despite appropriate examination of bronchoalveolar lavage fluid. Both patients were treated with antimicrobial therapy directed against P carinii and given adjuvant corticosteroid therapy. In both cases, this led to clinical worsening and was associated with the development of a reticulonodular pulmonary infiltrate on chest roentgenograms. When coccidioidomycosis and Pneumocystis pneumonia occur concomitantly in patients with human immunodeficiency virus infection, the diagnosis of coccidioidomycosis may be delayed or missed. In such cases, corticosteroids may lead to overwhelming coccidioidomycosis. Development of a reticulonodular pulmonary pattern on chest roentgenograms is suggestive of this complication.